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And now for some extra fun this month–examining and photographing our recent acquisitions in
order to describe them to you! As always, shipping is free in the U.S., and photos are about life-
size to give you an accurate idea of the size of the specimen in the photo. And we’ll send you our
corresponding write-up to go with any minerals we’ve featured in the past.

Cassiterite, Huanuni Mine, Dalence
Province, Oruro Department, Bolivia.
Cassiterite is tin oxide (SnO2), one of the
minerals we would love to feature in the
Club, but can never find enough of! We see
random pieces offered by Chinese dealers
from time to time, but never more than a 
few at a time, so we were very pleased to
pick up this small lot (10 pieces) recently!
The cassiterite has crystallized as small,
lustrous, well-formed, black crystals up to
about .25"–lots and lots of small crystals
on a matrix if massive cassiterite, as seen
in the photo. The matrix is about 3" by 2" and slightly larger, and the specimens are available for
$100, $125, and $150.

Figure 1. Cassiterite with associated quartz, about 3.25" across and 2" high
for $100. Photo doesn’t capture the true luster of the black cassiterite crystals.

Figure 2. Malachite with polished “eyes”, from Zaire. 



Malachite with polished eyes, Democratic Republic of the Congo (formerly Zaire). We picked
up 3 amazing specimens, and would have gotten more if there were more! 2 pieces are about 3.5"
by 3.5" for $180 each, and the largest one is about 8" across and 5" high for $360, as seen in the
photo in figure 2. The smaller pieces are equally as awesome, just smaller. Stunning!

PREVIOUSLY FEATURED MINERALS, with their CORRESPONDING WRITE-UP:

Cobaltoan Dolomite, Katanga, Dem. Rep. Congo, featured August 2002. When you see these
hot pink crystals at shows, they are usually labeled as Cobaltocalcite, but through our research in
putting together our write-up, we realized that “Cobaltoan Dolomite” was a more accurate
description and have held to it ever since. These are matrix pieces about 3" by 2" for $30 and
3.5" by 2.5" and larger for $50. 

Figure 3. Cobaltoan dolomite on matrix about 4.5" across and 1.75" high for $50. The pink crystals
are not quite as bright as they appear in the photo–this is one occasion where the color in the photo

is brighter than the actual mineral. (Ususally, it come out the other way around.)



Dioptase, Altyn-Tyube, Qaraghandy
Province, Kazakhstan, featured September
2001. Small, gemmy, intensely dark green
crystals on earth-colored matrix. Matrix is
about 2" by 2" for $36 and $40, and one
larger matrix piece about 3" across and
2.5" high is available for $100. 

Red Calcite, November 1996, our eighth featured mineral! Gold-level size pieces (about 3" by
3") for $26.50; about 2" by 2" for $16; and on close to 4" matrix for $36. 

     

Figure 4. Dioptase crystals on matrix about 3.5" across and 2.5" high. This is
the largest and best piece for $100. This time, the photo doesn’t capture the

true beauty of the intensely green crystals.

Figure 5. Red Calcite from Mexico, the eighth mineral we featured! About
3.5" across and 3" high for $36.



MARVELOUS MINERALS FROM PRIOR YEARS!

Eudialyte, Kipawa Complex, Villidieu Township,
Quebec, Canada, our April 2002 featured mineral.
Most likely, there won’t be too many more
opportunities to obtain these pretty specimens of
this rare and lovely red mineral! We picked out a
small lot in Tucson and have pieces about 3" by 2"
for $26.50. We also have a few 2" by 1.5" pieces for
$16.  Eudialyte is a rock-forming mineral, so each
piece contains other associated minerals, some of
which fluoresce, and the accompanying write-up
will assist you in identifying them. We always are
reminded of the quote by a Russian scientist that
opened our eudialyte write-up: “Where there is
eudialyte, it is interesting!”

Hematite Iron Roses, Ouro Preto, Minas Gerais,
Brazil, featured in June 2002. (Middle photo.)

Hydroxyl-Herderite, Lavra do Jaime, Linopolis
District, Divino das Laranjeiras, Minas Gerais,
Brazil. (Bottom photo-not a featured mineral)

These sold out quickly last month, so we hoping to get a
few more excellent pieces when we go to the show in
Denver in September. If you’re interested in either or both
of these, let us know and we’ll send you an Email after the
show with what we found.

We do have a few small but choice thumbnail specimens of
the Iron Roses, each mounted in our PB100 plastic cases for
display and protection. They are available for $10 and
$12.50.

Please let us know if you have any questions or
would like to place an order. Call or Email to
order–thanks! (Not responsible for any typos.)
Richard & Cheryl 1-800-941-5594 
Richard@Mineralofthemonthclub.org

Figure 6. Eudialyte with associated 
minerals from Quebec, Canada.


